Case I.?For several years M.Toirac himself had been liable to pain in the throat, of uncertain duration, which generally arose from cold, or some deviation from his ordinary habits. Rest, mild diet, and sometimes, but very rarely, leeches, were sufficient to remedy this complaint. But the disposition which always remained to a recurrence of the disease subjected M. T. to many and tiresome precautions to prevent such repeated attacks. He determined to break through the morbid disposition of the parts; and for this purpose he had recourse to the caustic, which surpassed his expectations. When he first applied it, the right tonsil was tumefied, the palate was red and granulated. The velum pendulum palati presented the same appearances. Deglutition was difficult, and the uvula somewhat elongated, and marked with red streaks. The tongue was depressed, and each part which had the most florid appearance, and which was the most painful, was touched with the lunar caustic. In one hour every disagreeable sensation subsided.
Since this experiment M.T. has always had recourse to the same treatment in similar cases, and it has invariably been successful. The The child was firmly secured on the back by the hands of assistants, the nape of the neck resting on the roll of cloth, the head carried far back over the end of the table. An incision was made from the lower edge of the thyroid cartilage to within a quarter of an inch of the sternum. After waiting a few moments for a slight bleeding to subside, a puncture was made into the trachea with a slender double-edged scalpel, in the centre of the incision, dividing one cartilage; then, with a curved, probe-pointed bistoury, the puncture was dilated from within outwards, dividing one cartilage above and one below. In this elongated state of the parts, the division of three cartilages made an opening sufficiently free to admit the forefinger of the left hand into the trachea. The finger was introduced to separate the edges of the incision which did not incline to retract. Immediately after withdrawing the finger, with a spasmodic effort, a bean was expelled with considerable force, and lodged on a bed which stood in the room. This saved us the trouble of attempting that part of the operation which I most dreaded j for experience had taught me to envy no man the pleasure of probing in the trachea for beans or peas. Half an hour after, the opening still retained the shape of the finger, large and free: the divided cartilages had approximated but very little. The wound was then brought together, and secured with adhesive plaster; and, being unwilling to disturb the stomach, we gave 110 medicine, excepting a few drops of laudanum, at the same time directing a spare diet. The plasters succeeded imperfectly, partly in consequence of the action of the mastoid muscles, and because the opening was rather too low on the neck to admit of their being applied to the best advantage. The air rushed through the aperture occasionally for forty-eight hours, but never after.
I dressed the wound a few times, and discontinued my attendance in auoui two weeks.
At the time of the accident, the child had not entirely recovered from the hooping-cough, but the cough troubled it very little after the operation. The wound was cicatrised at the end of eighteen days. A short time previous to this, a slight dysenteric affection took place, for which the family gave some domestic medicines. A few worms were discharged, and the child soon recovered, the cough wholly subsiding at abont the same time.
The result of this case may, I think, be attributed in part to the position of the child when the opening was made. By carrying the head very far back over the cylinder of cloth, the trachea became considerably curved.
In the act of coughing, the bean was suddenly carried from one end of the trachea to the other, and, when forcibly propelled, would probably incline to the longest side of the curved tube: the opening being in that part, and as large as the cavity of the trachea, we On the Cicatrization of the Womb after the Ceesarian Section had been successfully performed; by Professor Mayer, of Berlin.
The cicatrization of the womb, Dr. M. remarks, has rarely been examined after the caesarean section had been successfully performed. He therefore describes the condition of a preparation added to the anatomical cabinet of Bonn, taken from the body of a woman, who, eight years previous to her death, had successfully endured the caesarean operation, by which the life of herself and child had heen preserved.
The operation was performed by Hofrath Vei.ten, in March 1813, who furnished the history of the case. The distance from the under edge of the symphisis pubis to the promontory of the sacrum was scarcely two French inches; the patient was thirty-six years old. The abdomen was opened in the linea alba, and the incision through the womb extended five inches downwards.
During the division of its parietes, the womb did not contract in the slightest degree. The infant, a stout boy, and the placenta, were removed from the womb, without any remarkable hemorrhage ensuing; perhaps not more than a pound altogether. From the difficulty of bringing the now greatly relaxed abdominal parietes together, it was necessary to resort to stitches, and this is said to have been the most painful part of the operation. The patient, when questioned after her recovery as to her feelings during the operation, stated that the sensation caused by the incision through the abdomen she could only compare to what would be produced by drawing a redhot needle over her skin. She assured us that the incision through the womb itself did not causc her the slightest degree of pain.* In the month of May, three months after the operation, the wounds were entirely healed, and the mother and child enjoyed the best health.
Eight years after, she died, and the uterus was examined by Professor Mayeii, who found it in the following condition:
The uterus had perfectly regained its natural form and consistence. The, length of the womb, from the superior part of the fundus to the edge of the anterior lip of the os uteri, was two inches, seven lines (French) long. The diameter, from the insertion of one fallopian tube to the other, one inch, ten lines. On the external surface of the anterior wall of the uterus, the place of the incision through it was indicated by a furrow about one fourth of an inch long. The peritoneum adhered firmly to the substance of the womb at this point, and covered the furrow above mentioned. The edges of the wound through the uterus were extremely contracted and drawn inwards; the cicatrix on the inner surface was two lines and a half long. It here projected into the cervix uteri, and commenced by a depression a line and a half broad. The anterior wall of the womb in the vicinity of the cicatrix was thrpe lines thick; ihe posterior, opposite thereto, four. The mouth of the uterus was natural; but a long, thin, fleshy polypus descended from the cervix. The fallopian tube and ovary of the left side were natural; on the right side, the tube and ovary were grown together. Several I was engaged in rearing lepidopterous insects from the larvae, and had a great variety of the pupae of different species. One evening I found a female Sphinx ocelluta just emerged, which, in lifting from the floor, ran up my arm and round the collar of my coat: two hours after, 011 returning to my study from shutting some glass frames in the garden, a very fine male, of the same species, was fluttering on my shoulder, where the female had previously crawled. But a still more curious fact, which must appear almost incredible, remains to be stated. Two females of the Sphinx populi were evolved. The next day I found three males in the room. As no one had entered it in the interval, nor was there apparently any mode by which they could gain access, I was somewhat puzzled to account for their appearance. The same evening, however, the mode of entrance was made apparent, by two more males, of the same species, coming down the chimney; one of which fell into a vase standing on the fire-place, where I captured it before it could extricate itself. Afterwards, upon occasion of the evolution from the pupa state of females of the Plialcena bucephalu and Phalcena salicis, the windows of my study were completely besieged by males of the same species, which, upon throwing open the windows, eagerly rushed in.? Quarterly Journal of Science.
